
TERM ONE - PARENT HANDBOOK

Y E A R   F O U R - 2 0 2 3 

Miss Gracie Clune & Miss Kelsey Fallo



A   P R A Y E R   F O R   P A R E N T S
Loving God,

Our Creator, our Saviour, and our Companion,
bless the new school year that we embark together on - 

full of possibility and promise.

Refresh our souls and renew our spirits in our roles as 
significant adults in your children’s lives. 

We welcome those who are new to our community 
and we ask that you walk closely beside them on their 

journey with us all. 
May we each be examples of goodness and kindness to one 

another.
Lord, keep our hearts and minds open, as we guide, 

encourage and support the children in our care to learn 
about themselves, about others, about the world 

and about your presence and goodness in our lives.
We ask this in Your Holy name,

Amen



Welcome Back!
Dear Parents,

We are delighted to have your child in our class this year, and we are looking forward to getting to know them. At St Emilie’s, we 
have high, but realistic expectations for each student, and we work hard to help them discover even more of their incredible 

strengths and talents so they can reach their full potential. Each year we strive to provide all students with meaningful experiences 
that not only challenge them academically, but also help them to develop as a whole person, in a safe, nurturing and positive 

environment.
 

A quality home/school partnership is essential in helping your child to become the best they can be. If home and school share a 
consistent message and clear expectations, then your child is set up for success – emotionally, physically, socially and 

academically. We are looking forward to working with you to ensure that your child really shines this year in all the ways that really 
matter. 

 
Some of you may have questions about life in Year Four. Hopefully this booklet will assist you with answering most of these. 

However, if you need any further clarification, or would like to make us aware of anything important in relation to your child, please 
feel free to email or, if necessary, make an appointment. In regard to a meeting, on returning to school, we ask that you please give 
your child at least a few weeks to settle into Year Four, not only so they can get used to the new environment, but also so we can 

get to know them better. We have Two Way Interviews set aside in Weeks 7 and 8 and these will give you a valuable opportunity to 
ask questions and discuss your child’s progress further. Bookings can be made online via the school website in coming weeks. 

Either a face to face interview or a phone interview will be made available. 

We thank you in anticipation for your ongoing support.
Miss Fallo and Miss Clune



H O U S E K E E P I N G 
In the table below is information regarding specialist classes for Term One. Information about what your child will need for these particular classes is 

also provided.

Punctuality
At 8:30am each morning classrooms will be opened. 

Students are expected to be in their classrooms before 8:40am to ensure they have time to set up for the school day. 

*Please note that if your child arrives at school between 8:20am and 8.30am, they will need to assemble in the undercover area until 8:30am to 
receive supervision until their classrooms open.

MON TUES WED THURS FRI

Japanese (Mrs Aroozoo)

4G even weeks
4B odd weeks

Library

(Please note students are to bring 
their library bags and books for 

return EACH WEEK)

Music (Mr Dabbs)

Physical Education (Mr Davis)
(Students are to wear their house 

shirt and sport shorts)

Science (Mrs Soulsby)

4B even weeks
4G odd weeks

Digital Technologies (Mr  
Kubicek)

Health (Mr Davis)

Year 3/4 Sport

(Students wear their sport uniform 
- yellow sport shirt and sport 

shorts)



T E R M    O N E  -  R E L I G I O U S    E D U C A T I O N

The purpose of Religious Education is to provide an understanding of the Christian message as it is handed on 
by the Catholic Church. Your child will be guided to study, research and learn more about what the Catholic 
Church teaches.

Your child will participate in a thirty minute Religious Education lesson each day and they will attend Mass 
throughout the year as part of the religious life of the school.

In our first unit this term, ‘Church: God Knows Everything,’  the children will be wondering at our learning gifts
and at God who created these gifts. The Parable of the Sower will be used to demonstrate how Jesus teaches 
people to live good lives. Your child will learn that Jesus began the family of God, called the ‘Church’, so that 
the Apostles and all followers, could share God’s truths.

Our second unit, ‘Easter: Loved and Forgiven,’ focuses on the love, forgiveness and mercy that people are 
called to share with one another. 

As Lent is a traditional time of mercy, your child will learn about the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy, 
which are ways of helping others to make the world a better place. They will examine the crucifixion of Jesus 
on Good Friday, and reflect on the great love and mercy of God at this time.

Religious Education is taught with the same rigour, and creativity that other learning areas are taught so that 
students are engaged and motivated. 

As a Catholic school, we support students to put their faith into action in practical ways throughout the school 
day. 



L I T E R A C Y
This term, our writing focus will be centred on foundational literacy skills 

before moving onto narrative writing to finish the term. The children will take 
an in-depth look at the structure of these different text types, and will 

investigate the features and techniques that contribute to successful writing 
before beginning to draft, edit and publish their own texts.  

Alongside their individual and conference reading and rotations, the children 
will complete a novel study centred on the book Gangsta Granny by David 

Walliams. 

N U M E R A C Y
Students will begin working on the concepts of place value and number. We 

will be learning about odd and even numbers, recognising, representing, 
ordering and partitioning numbers, and will continue to consolidate and extend 

our understanding of addition and subtraction. As part of our whole school 
approach, we will also continue learning and mastering our timetables. 

MAI groups will begin completing their place value unit before then moving 
onto addition and subtraction. Here the students will develop and expand their 

use of different strategies, through a variety of challenging and engaging 
hands on educational activities.



F R U I T S    O F   T H E   H O L Y    S P I R I T

Our Fruit of the Holy Spirit focus for the next 
five weeks is ‘Kindness’. Acts of kindness, even 
in the simplest ways, are what make our lives 
meaningful, bringing happiness to ourselves 
and others. Each week there is a mini-focus 
which supports children to think about how 

they can put kindness into action.

I N T E G R A T E D    S T U D I E S

This term we will learn about the lives of the 
First Australians before European settlers arrived in 

Australia and the causes and reasons for the 
journey of the First Fleet. They will practise thinking 
and acting like historians as they are immersed in 

stories of first contact between Indigenous 
Australians and European Settlers.



J A P A N E S E   
P U R P O S E F U L    P R A C T I C E

This year in Japanese we are aiming for mastery of the first Japanese alphabet 
HIRAGANA for Year 4 students. In every Japanese class, opportunities are given 

for students to practice. In Term 1, Years 4, 5 and 6 will be learning new 
conversation structures and descriptive adjectives to add to their existing 

knowledge about their families and favourite foods and hobbies.

Years 4-6 will once again be consolidating their Hiragana with a variety of 
activities with an expectation of them achieving fluency by the end of the year. 

This will give them confidence when they continue onto the next alphabet, 
Katakana. All students are welcome to come and see me at lunchtime any day 

for guidance and feedback. Students have shown such persistence and 
responsibility towards their learning! SUBARASHI! (Wonderful!)

Please encourage your child to practice writing and reading the Japanese 
Hiragana  (Year 4) and Katakana alphabet (Year 5 & 6) as it is a regular part of 

their Purposeful Practice grids every term for 10 minutes twice a week to 
ensure their continuing success. All students are familiar with the expectation 
of this study as well as a helpful app resource called ‘Real Kana’ added to their 
iPads for extra support. Below is a copy of both alphabets chart to help them 

with their learning. 

 Kind Regards,
Tracy Aroozoo

 Japanese Teacher



DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

In Year 4 we are learning how data can be 
represented as codes and symbols. We will 

discover how information is coded for people 
in our world in languages such as braille and 
AUSLAN and research how symbols can help 
overcome language barriers on posters and 
signs. We will reinforce eSafety and digital 

citizenship practices and recognise how we 
can use these in our lives at school and home.

MUSIC

Year 4’s will be continuing on with 
their Sol-fa work and start with the 

song ‘Rockin Train’ on their 
recorders. They will also be working 

their way through their Music tool 
chest work sheets. These 

worksheets cover the 7 theoretical 
aspects of music namely: pitch, 
rhythm, expression, tone colour, 

style, harmony and form. Sheet no.4.

S C I E N C E

In Year 4, our students will be learning 
about the Earth's surface and how it 

changes over time as a result of natural 
processes and human activity. They will 

be conducting experiments to 
investigate erosion caused by water 

and wind tunnels. Our students will also 
be investigating sand, rocks and fossils 

and exploring the power of nature.



‘K E E P I N G   S A F E’ CHILD PROTECTION 
 C U R R I C U L U M

As part of our Term 1 Keeping Safe Curriculum,  the children will gain a 
deeper  understanding of what personal safety means and strategies 

for keeping safe. They will learn how adults are responsible for 
protecting children and keeping them safe. They will also review 

warning signs and the three components: physical, emotional and 
external indicators using a range of contextualised scenarios. Feelings 

are also explored further, focussing on mixed, changing, confused 
and uncomfortable feelings, and how to identify unsafe feelings. The 

children will explore their own safety and situations that might be 
scary, fun, unsafe or a combination of these. They will consider 

strategies to identify and assess risks and what to do to minimise risk.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH
Physical Education - Students will participate in team based games that include Tee 
Ball, European Handball, Cricket.
They also have the opportunity to participate in our swimming program.

Health - Topics this term will include:
● Understanding Human Needs
● Friendship
● Responsibility
● Positive Attitudes



TERM ONE DATES
MARCH cont…

29th March - Open Night 4-6pm

30th March - Interschool Swimming Carnival

APRIL

6th April - Last Day for Students

7th April - Good Friday Public Holiday

S A C R A M E N T A L   D A T E S

Commitment Mass Dates
● Saturday 11th February - 6:00pm

● Sunday 12th February - 7:30am, 9:30am & 
5pm

● Saturday 18th February - 6:00pm 

● Sunday 19th February -7:30am, 9:30am & 
5pm

Workshop for Children & Parents
● Wednesday 19th July - 4pm or 5:30pm

● Thursday 20th July - 4pm

Reconciliation
● Children will receive Reconciliation from Fr 

Jean-Noel Marie at school for St Emilie’s 
Catholic Primary School children or during 
catechist class for Catechist children, prior 
to First Eucharist. 

Sacrament of First Eucharist
● Saturday 19th August - 6pm 

● Sunday 20th August - 9.30am 

● Sunday 20th August - 5pm

TERM ONE DATES
FEBRUARY
1st February - Parent Information Information
 
8th February - Welcome & Commissioning 
Mass

11th and 12th February  - Sacramental 
Commitment Masses

17th February - Family Picnic 5-7:30pm

18th and 19th February  - Sacramental 
Commitment Masses

22nd February - Whole School Mass Ash 
Wednesday & 2022 Whole School Annual 
Community Meeting

28th February - 1st March - School Photo Days

MARCH
3rd March - Year 4 Assembly 

13th March - 24th March - Two Way Interviews

17th March - Gannon House Day

21st March - Harmony Day Dress Up



B E L O N G I N G S 

All students should have each item of 
their property labelled with their name.  

The children are responsible for their 
own items, including hats, and will need 

to maintain the presentation of them.  
For example, any books that have graffiti 

on them or are torn will need to be 
replaced.

F O O D   A L L E R G I E S 

At St. Emilie’s we have a number of 

children with severe food allergies. 

Please keep this in mind when sending 

food to school. No nuts, nutella or 

peanut butter sandwiches, thank you. 

B I R T H D A Y S

Please do not send in any food treats to 

share with the class on your child’s 

birthday. 

Rest assured we will certainly celebrate 

them and their special day.



L U N C H E S   A N D   S N A C K S 

Parents are reminded that there is a very 
high expectation that children’s 

lunchboxes contain healthy, nutritious 
food choices every day. 

All children must be sent to school with 
a healthy snack for “crunch and sip” 

and a healthy recess/lunch to ensure 
they have enough energy to 

concentrate during the day. St. Emilie’s is 
a nut free and ‘Allergy Aware’ school. 

Lunches on-line are are available each 
Wednesday and Subway lunches each 
Friday. These are provided as ‘a service’ 

for families.  If you are able to donate 
half an hour of your time on a 

Wednesday lunchtime roster, please 
contact the School Office on 92569696.

N U D E   F O O D

Students are to please bring their 
recess and lunch to school in 

containers. We are aiming for a rubbish 
free school!

W A T E R      B O T T L E S

Children will always be allowed to 
keep their water bottle in the 

classroom; however, they must only 
contain water (no cordial, juices etc).

M E D I C A L 

If your child needs to take medication 
that will affect their participation in 
school activities, please advise the 

school via the form in your pack from 
the Office. In addition, if your child 

requires medicines to be administered 
during school hours, the appropriate 
form needs to be completed. These 

are also available from the Office.



A B S E N C E S

An email from parents must be given if a child 
is absent from school for any period of time 
for accountability/legal purposes. Please 

send these in promptly to both your child’s 
teacher and the office before 9am on the day 
of absence. Holidays during term time are not 

encouraged or endorsed in our school; 
however, if you are planning a holiday, you 

must complete a Leave of Absence form from 
the Office for school records and for legal 

purposes.

O P P O R T U N I T I E S   F O R
R E P O R T I N G  S T U D E N T

P R O G R E S S

This term we have Two Way Interviews in 
Weeks 7 & 8. Details regarding the booking 
for Two Way Interviews will be posted on 
the website. We look forward to meeting 
with each family personally, so your child 
can showcase their progress, successes 

and goals. We also invite you to attend our 
classroom open night in week 9.

C O M M U N I C A T I O N
The best way to contact your child’s classroom 

teacher is via email. 
As outlined in the Parent Information Handbook, 
teachers will endeavour to reply within 48 hours 

during office hours of the working week. 
Appointments can be arranged via email.

kelsey.fallo@cewa.edu.au 
gracie.clune@cewa.edu.au  

Important messages, reminders and dates will be 
on the school website. Please check it weekly. 

Please also see the school website to access the 
Parent Handbook.

mailto:kelsey.fallo@cewa.edu.au
mailto:gracie.clune@cewa.edu.au
http://www.stemiliescps.wa.edu.au/


M A R K I N G
Please be aware, while not every piece of 

work completed by students will be marked, 
this doesn’t mean that it has not been 

viewed by ourselves or others e.g. support 
teacher, peers etc. We will mark the work 

that the students will be referring back to at 
a later stage, along with assessment tasks.  
Regular verbal feedback is a powerful and 
effective means by which students are able 
to monitor their progress and this type of 

feedback is used regularly.

B E H A V I O U R  M A N A G E M E N T
 
Parents will only be contacted should a behaviour 
warrant your attention. If a student has continued 
to ignore class rules or teacher reminders, or if a 
particular one-off behaviour is worthy of further 
investigation, the Principal and/or members of 

the Leadership Team may become involved. Here 
at St Emilie’s, we work closely as a team to 

address behaviour issues as soon as possible to 
the time it occurs so that good learning can be 

gained from inappropriate choices. When parents 
and staff are ‘on the same page’ and support one 
another, there will always be better outcomes for 

all children.

P U R P O S E F U L   P R A C T I C E
In Term One we will be using our whole school 
approach of Purposeful Practice. We thank you 

for your ongoing parental support to ensure that 
your child is completing the set tasks at home. 
The grids will be shared online on the School 

Website. For more information on the Purposeful 
Practice Policy, please see the School Website.

Wk. 1 - No Grid
Wk 2 & 3 - Due Friday Wk 3
Wk 4 & 5 - Due Friday Wk 5
Wk. 6 - YAY Week, No Grid
Wk 7 & 8 - Due Friday Wk 8

Wk. 9 & 10 - Due Friday Wk 10




