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UPDATE LETTER 1 - FROM THE PRINCIPAL

28th January 2022

Dear St Emilie Families

Welcome back to Term One and we hope this letter finds you all safe,
well, and rested as we prepare to begin the new school year.

No doubt you will have been following the latest Press Conferences
from the Premier’s Office in regard to the COVID pandemic and the
return to school on Monday 31st January. As we have all
witnessed, the COVID situation is a rapidly changing one and calls
upon those of us charged with leading school communities to remain
as calm, considered, organised and optimistic as we can be, despite
the obvious challenges and uncertainties that lie ahead.

As always, the safety and wellbeing of our students, staff and whole school community is our highest
priority and at the forefront of our planning. I write therefore, to reassure you that we are deeply committed to
providing each and every child in our school with the very best of care from day one of term. We also want to
provide you with as much clarity as possible in regards to the way forward. To this end, we are sharing our
current expectations and practical information regarding changes to any aspects of school operations, events
and/or procedures at this time. In addition, you are being sent a letter from the Executive Director of
Catholic Education, Mrs Debra Sayce, detailing CEWA’s system response to the current situation.

It is very understandable that you may have some questions and concerns in relation to COVID and
school. Many of these questions and concerns will undoubtedly be similar to those of parents, staff and
leaders from schools across Australia. We have been listening and reflecting upon the information, direction
and recommendations provided from the Government, the Health Department and CEWA and in due course
we will be seeking out and answering your specific questions, to ensure we are providing you with as much
clarity as possible.

We look forward to welcoming your child back to school, settling them into their classrooms and providing a
calm, safe, organised and positive environment in which they can work and play in.

While there are certainly some things beyond our control, there is much that we can plan for to support as
smooth and safe a start as possible to 2022. Your trust, cooperation, support and encouragement will go
a long way to helping staff remain healthy, optimistic and enthusiastic about creating a positive learning
environment for your child here at St Emilie’s.

May we continue to treat one another and our children with gentleness and kindness as we navigate our way
through all that lies ahead.

Yours sincerely
Tania Thuijs
Principal
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Virtual Parent Information Evening - UPDATE
● The Parent Information that we were to communicate face to face on Tuesday the 1st of February is

now being delivered virtually, because we are unable to accommodate the physical distancing
required inside the classrooms.

● Teachers will deliver the Year Level booklet and Slideshow on Tuesday afternoon and you can then
read and view these at your leisure.

Drive through and Parents on the School Site
● Our ultimate goal is to try as best we can, to keep students and staff as safe as possible. To achieve

this, our aim is to limit the number of parents onsite as fewer parents reduces the number of daily
interactions and potential for community spread of the virus in our school.

● All parents of children from Years 1- 6 are therefore strongly encouraged to please use the drive
through from day 1. This would entail saying your goodbyes and offering good wishes to the children
at home and in the car, rather than at the classroom door. Extra staff will be on hand to welcome your
child as they exit your car and to ensure they arrive at their classroom safely.

Kindy and Pre-Primary Parents
● Kindy parents are invited to bring their child onsite and either drop their child at the classroom door or

wait with their child as they play in the outdoor learning space. Parents are asked to please wear
masks and to try hard to maintain social distancing where possible.

● Pre-Primary parents are invited to drop their children at the classroom door. Please enter and exit the
school grounds via the gate opposite the Church Office. Parents are asked to please wear masks and
to try hard to maintain social distancing where possible.

Masks
● All parents are asked to please wear a mask while on the school site.
● Masks are not required for children at this stage, however this may change for children in Years 3-6

and we will be guided by the health advice in regard to this as more information comes to hand.

Ventilation
● Preliminary audits have been undertaken in all learning spaces and more information is included in

the Executive Director’s letter.
○ Our school is committed to adhering to the advice of the Chief Health Officer in ensuring the

health, safety and wellbeing of all within our community.
○ Following an internal audit of our school’s teaching and learning spaces during the Christmas

holidays, only those spaces with appropriate ventilation will be used in the 2022 school year.
Should any space be deemed insufficiently ventilated please rest assured that either:

i. the room will not be used by students or staff; or
ii. Air purifiers will be installed to meet the required standard.

● It is important to note that both natural and mechanical ventilation methods are utilised in our school
along with the critical strategies of staff vaccinations, the wearing of masks, enhanced cleaning and
ongoing expectations of high levels of hygiene. Each measure is being used to keep our students and
staff safe.

Vaccinations
● All St Emilie’s staff are double dose vaccinated by January 31 and have a third dose vaccination

within a month of becoming eligible. More information regarding vaccinations and parent helpers is
included in the Executive Director’s letter.



Attendance
● All students are required to attend school unless they are unwell.
● Staff, students and parents are not to attend schools if they are unwell (symptomatic) or test positive

to COVID-19, until permitted under public health requirements.
● Parents are asked to seek medical advice if their child exhibits symptoms of COVID-19 and are

encouraged to notify the school if they have undergone testing.
● Normal processes for advising the school of a child’s absence will apply for any parent who keeps

their unwell child home.


