
 

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 

Welcome to Term Two and I hope this letter finds you safe and well. This letter accompanies a                  
communication from the Executive Director of Catholic Education, Debra Sayce. We apologise            
for the frequency of these, however as you will appreciate, it is necessary to keep you well                 
informed. The last six weeks have certainly been an incredibly challenging time for             
everyone.The COVID-19 virus has impacted every aspect of our daily lives and education has              
been no exception. I thank you all sincerely for your ongoing support of St Emilie’s school - your                  
commitment to partnering with us through the ups and downs of what can only be described as                 
a rapidly changing landscape, is highly valued and appreciated. 

Attendance 

We are looking forward to opening our doors tomorrow, Wednesday 29 April. Based upon our               
survey data, approximately half the school will be attending at this stage. As previously stated,               
St Emilie’s is open for your child to attend if you so choose. While we very much welcome their                   
attendance, we also respect the right of parents to make an informed decision about whether to                
send their child to school or not, given these most unusual circumstances.  

How will your child’s attendance be recorded if they are learning from home?  

 LINK TO INSTRUCTIONS FOR FAMILIES KEEPING CHILDREN AT HOME - ATTENDANCE 

Staff have made this short clip (link above) to explain how we are going to collect information on                  
your child’s attendance while learning from home. The main thing to understand is that we are                
required to account for each child’s attendance each day, whether at home or at school.               
To do this, we need the child (and or parent) to indicate on SeeSaw if they have been present                   
for learning at home ie they have participated in learning activities throughout the day and can                
therefore be marked as ‘present’. This needs to be done for each school day they would                
normally attend. If your child is sick at home and unable to participate in learning activities for                 
the day, you are required to email the Office Admin with details. Thank you. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1YUCISayfVjkbyybFfbOrmZqjiRN_tuNt%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=02%7C01%7CTania.Thuijs%40cewa.edu.au%7C7805bcae5fa74f523ecb08d7eb2bc7ef%7Cc5852f2336334f29b38651da53e35e23%7C0%7C0%7C637236445592207605&sdata=DLrRp5332Cu3yxnuUDqn1dzAH6XgKhzQUQpjNrF86Mg%3D&reserved=0


Risk of Transmission 

If your child will be attending school, the recent advice from the WA Chief Health Officer, Dr                 
Andrew Robertson, confirms that the risk of transmission of the virus among children and              
between staff and children in the school setting is extremely low.  

School Office 

As per Government directives however, to reduce the risk of transmission between adults,             
parents are advised that they are not permitted to come into the Office until further notice.  

Payments need to be made over the phone, devices that are going between home and school                
(eg for repairs) need to be handed to an Admin Officer through a car window (after a phone call                   
to arrange a suitable time to do so is made).  

The School Uniform shop is not open for business and as a result, you are asked to please                  
‘make do’ in regards to your child’s uniform needs eg if you do not have a school jacket, please                   
just wear a dark coloured alternative, until such time as the situation changes. No child needs to                 
be concerned that they will be ‘in trouble’ for not wearing the correct uniform.  

If a child who is attending school has a specialist appointment, when you arrive at school, you                 
are asked to remain in your car and phone the office, so that the child can be brought to you at                     
the car. If your child is unwell, we will contact you for you to pick them up and again you are                     
asked to call when you arrive.  

If your child has medications that were taken home at the end of term, please return them with                  
your child in a secure bag, clearly labelled, and they are to hand this to their teacher, who will                   
then arrange for it to be sent to the office. 

Parents to Stay in Car during drive through and Carpark  

Our school is operating differently at the moment and many normal activities have been taken               
off the calendar until we are advised otherwise. As mentioned above, please note that all               
schools have been directed to ensure that parents do not exit their cars during drive-through or                
in the car park. 

Staggered Starts and Pick ups 

In order to ensure a smooth and necessary entry and exit from the school grounds we ask that                  
you please take note of the following staggered expectations until further notice: 

● K/PP and older siblings to be dropped off at 9.00am and collected from drive through at 2.30pm. 
● Yrs 1-3 and older siblings to be dropped off at 8.45am and collected at 2.45pm 
● Yrs  4-6 to be dropped off at 8.30am and picked up at 3.00pm.  

 
While we are hoping that children will exit cars quickly and happily, we are mindful that for some                  
children, we anticipate mainly in K/PP, there may be some little ones who will be feeling a little                  
worried about doing so. It will be important for you to gently prepare your child for the need to                   
get out of the car on their own each morning. In the afternoon they will be directed to your car.                    
Please make sure that you have your family name clearly visible on your viser. Explain that                
there will be familiar faces to greet them and make sure that they get to class safely. 

If your child is particularly distressed you are asked to please turn left at the end of the drive                   
through and park your car in one of the bays adjacent to the PP play area. A staff member will                    
then come to the car to assist taking the child from the car and to the classroom. We are                   



expecting that there may be a few tears, but please be reassured we will do all we can to settle                    
them quickly, with great care, humour and understanding.  

Delivering one mode of instruction 

To ensure that we respect whatever decision you make about your child’s attendance, and to               
enable equity for all students, teachers in Catholic schools will be delivering the curriculum by               
one mode of instruction. This means that whether your child is physically attending school or               
working from home, they will be provided with the same teaching and learning opportunities.  

Additionally, please be assured that whether your child is working at school or home, they will                
be provided with help, although the manner that this assistance is provided will vary. Families               
are able to book a phone call with their teacher once a week and/or email. If you have any                   
concerns or questions about any aspect of your child’s learning or if you simply need a little                 
advice, please contact your child’s teacher via a short email.  

There has recently been public and media attention regarding fees in Catholic schools and a               
suggestion that parents should receive discounts. I would respectfully like to make the following              
points: 

1. Parents have been guaranteed that their child’s place at St Emilie’s is guaranteed             
regardless of a parent’s financial situation. I have already provided you with            
information regarding fee relief and information regarding the Health Care Card           
discount scheme. I encourage you to contact Gillian Norris (School Bursar) and            
myself directly if you have any concerns regarding school fees. Any such            
communications and subsequent arrangements are, of course, strictly confidential. If          
you have already communicated with us and are waiting for a reply, please be              
patient. We will be in touch within the next two weeks to discuss a way forward,                
taking into account your particular family circumstances.  

 
2. We have refunded or credited the cost of any events or activities that parents were               

charged for and which are now not occurring or been postponed egYear Six School              
Camp  which has been rescheduled for the end of the year). 

  
3. All members of our wonderful staff have continued to work extremely hard to             

support your child’s education in these unprecedented times. You will understand           
that they have continued to be paid for their work. We rely on your school fees to                 
assist us in meeting this significant and ongoing financial obligation. 

  
4. Please be assured that our annual fees and charges are set at the lowest possible               

level to balance our yearly budget. All Catholic schools are not-for-profit, which            
means that if there are any surplus funds left at the end of any year, they are                 
automatically used to offset future fee increases and/or fund future improvements           
for our students, including equipment and facilities.  

We are currently planning for this arrangement to be in place for the first four weeks of the                  
term with a review taking place until mid-May. However, as you will appreciate, this situation               
remains fluid and we will continue to respond to ongoing health and government advice as               
needed. 

 
 
Pastoral Learning Phone Check-Ins 



Please read the following document which outlines the procedures for booking a phone call with               
your teacher each week. Link to PASTORAL/LEARNING PHONE CHECK-INS This is a great              
opportunity for parents to share how your child is going emotionally and academically and to ask                
any questions. It is also a time for your child to say hello to their teacher for feedback and                   
reassurance. 
 
Cleaning 
We have employed our cleaners to do additional hours during the day, and we will also be                 
cleaning ourselves throughout the day, as per the directives that we have been given. We               
certainly take this very seriously and will do a thorough clean throughout the day.  
 
As a staff we miss the vibrancy and excitement of having all our students at school and we are                   
looking forward to the time, hopefully in the not too distant future, when we will see a full return                   
to our physical school site by all our students.  
 
In the meantime, we will continue to offer our students the very best teaching and learning                
opportunities possible, whether they are at school or home. We fully appreciate the many              
challenges that families currently face, and we applaud you on your incredible effort. We thank               
you for understanding the many constraints and significant pressure that we too are under at               
this time - your understanding and support means so much. 

Sincerely 
Tania Thuijs 
Principal 
 

 

Let us Pray 

Loving God, at the beginning of this new term, help us to keep the Easter message in our hearts and to 

give witness to it through our lives. 

As a Resurrection people we always set our sights on hope for the future. When all seems dark and 

uncertain draw our attention to the rising of Jesus your Son. 

When we reflect on the challenges brought about by COVID-19 guide us to celebrate the new growth 

that is being cultivated in us by working together as a Christ centred, student focused community of 

learning. Open our eyes to the new and exciting opportunities that this new term will bring. Amen. 

Scripture Reading Mark 12:28-31 

http://web.stemiliescps.wa.edu.au/?p=33207


One of the scribes who had listened to them debating appreciated that Jesus had given a good answer 

and put a further question to him, 'Which is the first of all the commandments?' 

Jesus replied, 'This is the first: Listen, Israel, the Lord our God is the one, only Lord, and you must love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength. 

The second is this: You must love your neighbour as yourself. There is no commandment greater than 

these.' 

The Word of the Lord. 

Response: Thanks be to God 

Intercessions 

Lord, help us to be attentive to ourselves and one another and let us experience your presence during 

the term ahead. We pray that together we may grow in faith, hope and love as we learn from you and 

each other how to follow your Son, Jesus. 

1. Lord, guide us on our way and protect us as we journey together through this term. May we become 

sources of hope and enthusiasm for the young people in our care. 

Response: Be with us every step of the way. 

2. Lord, for the staff of this school, grant us a generous spirit. May we be enthusiastic with our sharing, 

and courageous in accepting change, uncertainty and new opportunities. 

Response: Be with us every step of the way 

3. Lord, keep our families and friends in your safe and loving embrace and help us to love one another. 

 Response: Be with us every step of the way. 

4. Lord, as we face the challenges this term will bring, guide us with your light. 

Response: Be with us every step of the way. 

5. Lord, for all our needs. 

Response: Be with us every step of the way.  

Closing Prayer 

Loving God, we entrust ourselves to you. 

Guide our minds and hearts each day so that we work for the good of our whole school community and 

be a help and support to each other. 

Guide us in our work of creating a place of faith and learning where each person feels welcome and is 

inspired to actively live the gospel. 

Teach us to be generous in our outlook, courageous in facing difficulty, and wise in our decisions. 

We ask this, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

  

https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10622
https://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5257
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=8001


 


